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Secondary Education Landscape



Preparing for Upper Secondary

• Preparing for Sec 3 Course Option Selection –

Making informed choices
• Understanding interests

• Recognising strengths and weaknesses

• Subjects and their future relevance



Sec 3 Course Option Selection 
Objective

• Pupils are allocated subjects in Upper Secondary 
• That best meet their interest and abilities

• Provides wide range of options for Post-Secondary 
Education

• Based on resource availability



Sec 3 Course Option Selection 
Criteria

• Pupils' Choice

• Merit (Overall Performance + Performance in specific 
subject)

• Teachers’ Recommendation

• Availability of Places for each subject combination



Sec 3 Course Option Selection 
Criteria

• Certain subjects may not be offered after the Sec 3 
Course Option Selection exercise if there are 
insufficient students to start a class. 



GCE N & O level results

Sec 3NA Subject
Combination 
2023



Subject 3NA COMBINATION 

1 English Syllabus (A)

2 Mother Tongue

3 A) Mathematics Syllabus (A)
B) Elementary Mathematics (O Level) for students 
who study A Maths

4 Science(Chemistry/ Physics)

5 A) Social Studies with Geography
B) Social Studies with History 

6 A) Art 
B) Design & Technology (O Level)
C) Principles of Accounts
D) A Maths



GCE N & O level results

SEC 3NA
Course Option 

Selection Criteria



Sec 3 Course Option Selection Criteria

SUBJECTS
RELEVANT 

SEC 2 SUBJECT
CRITERIA

Design & 

Technology

Design & 

Technology
Grade 4 or better

Art Art Grade 4 or better

Additional 

Mathematics
Mathematics Grade 1

Principles of 

Accounts
English Grade 4 or better



GCE N & O level results

Which 
Combination?



Progression Opportunities for Sec 4 N(A)

Polytechnic 
Foundation 

Programme (PFP)

Direct-Entry-Scheme 
to Polytechnic 

Programme (DPP)

Nitec Programmes Secondary 5 N(A)



GCE N & O level resultsPoly 
Foundation 
OPTION …



POLY FOUNDATION PROGRAMME (PFP)

E M B3≤12

Group 1

Science-Based / 

Technology / Design

Group 2

Business-Related / 

Media / Humanities



Rationale for Expansion of the PFP 

PFP Students are doing better than cohort

GPA  (3.5 
and above)

GPA  (3.0 
and above)

PFP 35% 70%

Cohort 25% 55%



POLY FOUNDATION PROGRAMME (PFP) 

Website for PFP - https://pfp.polytechnic.edu.sg/PFP/index.html

Group 1 Courses
Science-Based/Technology/Design

Minimum Required 
Grades

English 3

Mathematics/Additional Mathematics 3

One of the following relevant subjects:
- Design and Technology
- Food and Nutrition
- Science

3

Any two other subjects excluding CCA 3



POLY FOUNDATION PROGRAMME (PFP)

Website for PFP - https://pfp.polytechnic.edu.sg/PFP/index.html

Group 2 Courses
Business-Related/Media/Humanities

Minimum Required 
Grades

English 2

Mathematics/Additional Mathematics 3

One of the following relevant subjects:
- Art
- Literature in English
- Combined Humanities
- Principles of Accounts

3

Any two other subjects excluding CCA 3



GCE N & O level resultsDirect Entry 
Scheme to 

Polytechnic 
Programme(DPP)



(GPA - Grade Point Average)

Direct Entry Scheme to Polytechnic 
Programme(DPP)

GPA Score Polytechnic Admission
Business & Services1

GPA ≥3.0 1st year Polytechnic

Applied  

Sciences
2

Engineering2 Info-Comm Technology2

GPA ≥2.5 1st year Polytechnic 

GPA ≥3.5 2nd year Polytechnic



GCE ‘N’ Level Exams

4 years N(A) Course

2 years ITE

Higher Nitec

Direct
Entry Scheme to 

Polytechnic

Programme
(DPP) 

10 weeks

Prep Programme
GCE ‘O’ Level Exams

1 year S5N

3 years Polytechnic

2 years 

ITE

Nitec

2 years ITE

Higher 

Nitec

3 years

NAFA/ 

LaSalle

3 years 

Polytechnic

PFP - 1 year 

Foundation 

Programme

2 years
Polytechnic

2 years JC/ 

3 years CI 

PATHWAYS for NA Students

Polytechnic 
Foundation 
Programme

(PFP)



4 MAIN TYPES OF OPTIONS 

Sec 5NA
(1 Year)

ITE Nitec
(2 Years)

ITE (DPP) to 
Higher Nitec

(2 Years) 

Polytechnic 
Foundation Prog (PFP)
(1Yr Foundation, 3 yr Poly)

EMB3≤12EMB3≤19

EMB3≤19 Best 4 meet cut-off



Bonus Points for Computation of Net 
Aggregate Scores

Co-Curricular Attainment

Excellent : 2 points Good : 1 point          Fair : 0 point
[Admission to JC/Poly/ITE]

Pass in Higher Mother Tongue/ 3rd Language

2 points for admission to JC/MI if chosen before any Poly course

Affiliated JC 

2 points for admission if chosen as 1st choice

Limited to a Maximum of 4 Bonus Points



GCE N & O level results

Sec 3 Course 
Option Selection 

Exercise



Sec 3 Course Option Selection 
Exercise Timeline

Log into 

MOE Online Sec 3 

Course Option 

Selection Form

Tentatively starting end Oct

Release of Sec 3 Course Option Selection 
exercise result

Choose your Top Sec 3 
Subject Combination 

Option

1 2

3



Oct 22 Nov 22
Sec 3 Course 

Option 

Selection

Briefing

Sec 3 Course Option Selection Exercise Timeline 

Online 

Selection
Release of Sec 3 Course Option 

Selection Exercise Result

onwards

Sec 3 

Course 

Option 

Selection 

Allocation

Appeal

Release of 

Appeal Result

Appeal 

Review



Keeping in touch
• Communication Channels

• School No. 68933297

• Email Staff & School Leaders directly or to 
ccss@moe.edu.sg

• Visit our website at: 
http://www.christchurchsec.moe.edu.sg/

• Student Handbook

mailto:ccss@moe.edu.sg
http://www.christchurchsec.moe.edu.sg/

